Liver abnormalities in patients with lichen planus. A retrospective case-control study.
A retrospective case-control study of 136 patients with lichen planus and 272 paired controls demonstrated a significantly higher occurrence of liver abnormalities in this dermatosis. There is currently no good explanation for the high occurrence rate of such abnormalities in lichen planus. Factors that alter epidermal cell antigenicity may induce reactions that can damage keratinocytes as well as hepatocytes.